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AN  ISL AND  IN  D IFFERDANGE 

THE WÄISS KAUL PIT
A pi t  in  the landscape,  the Wäiss  Kaul  is  an abandoned quarr y  on the Rumelange plateau 
once used for  the industr ia l  ex trac t ion of  l imestone .  The whi te  rock ,  exposed to  weathering 
since the excavators  le f t  the pi t ,  documents a  t ime when the South of  Luxembourg was sub-
merged by a  t ropical  sea c lose to  the shores o f  an is land.  Dome-shaped patch reefs  bui l t  by 
corals  thr ived under  Bahamas-l ike  condi t ions .  The fossi l ized skele tons of  the 1 70-mi l l ion-year 
o ld  ree fs  now const i tu te  the substrate  for  an except ional  communi t y  o f  orchids and other  en-
dangered organisms,  thus making the Wäiss  Kaul  an is land of  past  and present  biodiversi t y.
 
THE SCAN
The fossi l ized skele tons of  the ree f  where scanned and transformed into a  digi ta l  model .  A 
Memento Mori  that  is  the s tar t ing point  o f  the Wäiss  Kaul  projec t .

THE INTERMOSELLE QUARRY
The Intermosel le  quarr y  just  neighbouring the Wäiss  Kaul ,  but  on the other  s ide o f  the border, 
is  the sole  ac t ive quarr y  for  local  cement  produc t ion.  Concrete  is  a  key mater ia l  for  the local 
construc t ion industr y.  As  this  mater ia l  is  composed of  the l imestone ex trac ted here ,  together 
wi th sand f rom other  quarr ies ,  the l imi ts  o f  a  smal l  terr i tor y  become a real i t y  and combine 
symbol ical ly  wi th the housing issue the countr y  faces . 

WÄISS KAUL ,  A  LOCAL CORAL REEF 
A Local  Coral  Reef  concrete  sculpture located in E l lergronn Esch-Alze tte ,  is  the central  p iece 
of  the Wäiss  Kaul  projec t .  The sculpture mater ia l ises a  3d scan of  th is  coral  ree f  f rom an-
other  age .  The s trata  are  reminiscent  o f  t ime passing,  but  most  impor tant ly  they show that 
i t  is  in  fac t  an image,  a  representat ion.  Now there is  a  f ront-side in the round and a  hol low 
back-side,  l ike  a  mask that  you wear  in  cer tain direc t ion.  This  s truc tures the percept ion of 
the sculpture .  By t ransposing the or ientat ion of  the in i t ia l  coral  ree f  in  the Wäiss  Kaul  to 
this  place,  the sculpture represents  an obstacle  that  emphasizes the relat ion to  the body in 
space .  The brutal i t y  o f  the mater ia l  is  in  accordance wi th this  place,  because i f  t ime is  palpa-
ble  in  the El lergronn,  the sculpture projec ts  as  much into the past  as  i t  does into the fu ture .
 
The produc t ion process o f  the sculpture is  a  dr iv ing force to  the Wäiss  Kaul  projec t .  The 
wooden layers  o f  the formwork are t ransformed into the projec t ’s  scenography in 3  di f ferent 
locat ions and in 3  di f ferent  moments .

WÄISS KAUL ,  AN ISLAND IN  DIFFERDANGE
The Wäiss Kaul  projec t  is  not  only  a  projec t  about  form reproduc t ion but  i t  is  a lso about 
displacement .  Here the his tor y  o f  the bui ld ing re f lec ts  aspec ts  such as industr ia l  moderni t y, 
migrat ion and the post- industr ia l  era .  
 
The former Paul  Wür th power s tat ion dates f rom 1913  and was par t  o f  the Luxembourg-Hol-
ler ich fac tor y  (Paul  Wür th is  the name of  the company that  bui l t  the power s tat ion) .  I t  was 
dismantled and transferred to  the Fond-de-Gras in 1988.
 
The concrete  sculpture ’s  formwork is  expanded and transformed into a  new shape,  cal l ing to 
mind an is land or  a  temple .  Wi th An Is land in Di f ferdange the new struc ture o f fers  a  scenog-
raphy for  a  selec t ion of  local  fossi l  d iscoveries .
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